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Please open your Bibles to 1 Peter 2.

Deep in Old Testament Scripture, buried in the pages of Exodus, the passionate purpose of God is
made known: worship. Through the mouth of Moses, God thundered these words, “Let my people go
that they may worship me in the desert...”

Consider the power of that simple statement. God has chosen to possess a people...a peculiar,
distinct, worshipping people and He is jealous for their affection, attention and praise. His enemies
might scoff at His Word, or heap trash upon his creation, or hoard all of their money for themselves.
For these crimes, God postpone His judgment, but according to this book, if you want to arouse the
fury and anger of God, then stand in the way of worship. The LORD loves to inhabit the praises of His
people.

Growing up, my grandparents had a little dog named “Susie,” a chunky Chihuahua who loved to have
her belly scratched. She was a kindhearted creature, until you tossed a pork chop bone at her feet.
Once she took possession of that bone, all other breathing objects were seen as a potential threat to
her treasure. Ilearned the hard way...you don’t mess with Susie’s treasure.

The same could be said of human beings. There are certain things that are “worth fighting for.”
When it comes to me, you could kick a hole in the drywall of my house. You could take a key and run
it down the side of my car. You could even spray paint your name on the front door of my home. In
all of these matters, I would likely become frustrated. However, if you try to lay a hand on my wife or
my daughter, or my three boys, then the game suddenly changes. And rightly so. She is MY bride.
They are MY sons. Thatis MY daughter. Those are my people.

God loves all of his creation, but has a fierce love for His worshipping people. And so he said to
Pharaoh:
Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the desert...” Exodus 7:16

Do you realize that you were created for worship? It’s true. A hammer was built to drive a nail. A shovel
was built to dig a hole. A rattle was built to entertain a baby. But the people of God were custom made for
worship. And you should never allow anything to stand between you and the worship of God.

In our country today, there are big churches, medium, and small churches. Traditional churches, blended
churches, cutting edge churches. There are non-denominational churches, inner-city churches, and cowboy
churches. There are all kinds of churches alive today, but there is at least one commonality among all those
congregations. At least one thing that is true of all of them. Worship is the heart and soul of the
congregation. Without living, breathing worship, there is spiritual death and disease in the pews. Without
living worship, there is halfhearted missionary effort. Without soul stirring worship, small groups are as
shallow as a mud puddle in the spring. No church can afford to lose her passion for the praise of God.
When we lose this, we lose our reason for being.

It was the Baptist theologian W.T. Connor who said...

“The first business, then, of a church...is worship. The worship of God in Christ should be at the
center of all else the church does...God should be worshiped for His own sake, not for the sake of
what He can do for us.”

--W.T. Conner, The Gospel of Redemption



So, as we begin today, allow me to ask: how’s your worship? As a deer pants for streams of water,
does your soul long for a fresh encounter with God? As you sit here this morning, is your heart warm
toward God or is it chilly? Is your spirit quickened as we sing to Him, or is it burdened by other
things? These are important questions. Nothing should hinder your worship.

Today in the book of 1 Peter, | want you to look with me at the beautiful creation of Christ’s church, that is,
his people. In this passage, Peter highlights the importance of praise and he paints 4 vivid pictures of us,
the worshipping body of Christ. Each of these illustrations helps us understand more fully why and how
we were created.

Read with me, 1 Peter 2:1-10.

In the second chapter of his first letter, Peter paints four pictures of the church. Each picture expresses a
unigue thought about the body of Christ, God’s chosen people. Let’s look at these images one by one and
see what the Spirit impresses upon us.

Four Pictures of Us
1. We are children in His family. (1:23)
Skip up to v.23 and you’ll see this...

We were all born into the same family. Now consider a new birth today. When a newborn baby comes
bouncing into the world at the hospital, a sturdy tag is fixed quickly around the child’s ankle. That marker
ensures that that particular boy or that particular goes home with the right father and mother. The child
needs to go where he/she belongs.

In the same way, Peter reminds us that even though we look different and talk different and walk different
and speak with various accents, we were all born again and we were born into the same family. And this
family is more important than even our earthly families, for this spiritual family is imperishable. It never
passes away. So just take a good look around the room, and get used to these faces. You’re stuck with this
family forever. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ who call upon the same Father. We are his babes.

Now skip down to 2:2. “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in
your salvation....”

Peter says, “We had the same birth. And now we have the same bottle.” What is this “milk” that he speaks
of? It’s the Word of Life. This book has life, gives life, and produces life in our souls as we swallow it.
The Bible is often referred to as a form of food. In the book of Hebrews, it is called “meat” or “solid food”.
In Matthew, it’s the bread of life. To the Psalmist, it is the honey that is sweet to the tongue. These are
various images to describe the soul food sent by God—His Word. Just as a baby needs a bottle, the church
must be fed if she is to grow and mature and develop.

This is why Ephesians 4:11 says that God has given pastors and teachers as a gift to the church. Somebody
needs to be thinking at all times, about the next family meal, and what we’re going to eat. The Bible is the
feast of the church and the calcium for her bones. It satisfies our appetites and it produces greater appetite
within us. Let me explain: when a baby first comes into God’s green world, a few ounces of milk will do to
make him happy, but 6 months later, and there must be more milk at feeding time. That milk must come
faster and with greater force to support the growth of the child. As it grows, it needs more.

In the same way, if a church is going to grow and mature, the milk must flow like the Mississippi through
Memphis. Spiritual giants are formed when they are fed freely from the Word in worship.

It was the famous preacher John Stott once said this:



I still believe that preaching is the key to the renewal of the church. I am an impenitent believer
in the power of preaching. | know all the arguments against it—that the television age has
rendered preaching useless, that we are a spectator generation, that people are bored with the
spoken word, disenchanted with any communication by spoken words alone. All these things
are said these days.

Nevertheless, when a man of God stands before the people of God with the Word of God in his
hand and the Spirit of God in his heart, you have a unique opportunity for communication.

--John Stott
The church was born by the Word of God and the church is grown by the Word of God.

So how much milk are you taking in? How are you handling the Word? Do you have a casual
commitment? Are you skipping a lot of meals? Or, do you eat until your heart is full every day? Here are
some piercing questions: Do you spend more time on the phone or in the Word? On the internet or in the
Word? In front of a television or in front of a Bible? Where do you get your soul food? We should “Crave
pure spiritual milk™ in this family.

2. We are stones in His building. (2:4-8)
Look with me at vv. 4-5, all this ROCK talk.

Peter puts a lot of emphasis here on the building program of God. God is building a church, one stone at a
time. Now, Jesus Christ is called the Living Stone in v.4. He is also called the Cornerstone in v.6. Let’s
talk about those two terms. What does Peter mean with this construction terminology?

As a LIVING STONE, Jesus is the only man that has ever died and come back to life. Do
you understand how central that idea is to the faith? Where is Muhammad today? He’s dead.
Where is Joseph Smith today? He is not breathing. Where is every other cult leader that has come
and gone claiming to have the keys to eternal life? All of them are dead and they did not return.
But Jesus is the only man in history that came back to life. That resurrection truth is the
foundation of our faith. Paul says, “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied
more than all men.” If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then we’re dead, and this church is nothing
more than a social club. But if He did rise...then He is the LIVING stone and this church is built
on his resurrection.

As the CORNERSTONE, Jesus is the only sure and true foundation for our lives. V. 6...You
can build your life on career. You can build your life on romance. You can build your life on
earning more and more degrees. But all that stuff comes to a screeching halt on the day you take
your last breath. When you die and all those trophies, and org charts, and diplomas are tossed in a
sack, only one thing matters. Did you build your life on Christ and His kingdom? Was He your
“cornerstone?”

Now what does Peter mean by cornerstone? That’s an odd word to us in 2010. In the building
technique of Peter’s day, the cornerstone of the foundation (Show Image) would be the first stone
to be set in place, much like this picture here. The cornerstone was the pivotal piece of the house.
Since both the angle of the walls and the level of the stone would extend from it, much time and
energy was invested in that piece. And don’t you know that God spent an eternity planning the
predictions of his Son, the entrance of his Son into the world, the sacrifice of his Son on a cross,
and the rising of His Son from stone covered tomb. God used great care to set the Son in place.

And why did he do it? Why did God allow his Son to bear the weight of the world on his shoulders? The
answer: so that your life might become a living stone, something that lasts forever. V.5 says that you and |
are the living stones in God’s building program. One life at a time, the church is built. We are his
workmanship.



And so I say with complete certainty...if Jesus Christ isn’t the center of your life, then your marriage will
always be crooked. If Jesus Christ is not the cornerstone of your world, then your career will always leave
you feeling twisted. If Jesus is not the foundation, then your heart will always feel empty and out of
balance.

And so Peter makes the point in v.6, there are two types of people on the planet. There are those who see
Christ as the precious, and those who see him as a stumbling block.

This is why worship is at the center of any church! What do we do when we worship? We declare to the
world what is precious in our lives! The Son of God who saved us from our sin. Are you a “living stone?”
It is known when you choose to worship.

#3, the third metaphor of the church. We are children in his family; we are stones in his house...
3. We are priests in His temple. (2:5,9)
Look at vv.5,9...

Twice in this passage, you and | are referred to as priests. In the Old Testament period, the common people
came to God through a priesthood, but today God’s people come to Him AS a priesthood. Before the cross,
a man would present his sacrifice to the priest, and the priest would offer it to God, on his behalf. But at
Calvary, the curtain was rent, and the curse was cancelled on the cross, suddenly men and women could
approach the throne of grace without fear of judgment.

What Peter is trying to say is this: the church is free to enjoy God and called to be holy like Him. If you
and | are called priests, then our lives should reflect reverence and honor before the Lord.

How do we honor God today? What spiritual sacrifices do we offer, as v.5 suggests?

e By giving our bodies. (Rom. 12:1) We offer our bodies as living sacrifices. So we so no to sex
outside of marriage. And we so no to the lure of pornography. And we say no to the movies and
trash that will drag our minds to the gutter. We seek holiness with our bodies and we view them
as sacred instruments to be kept clean for God’s use. We want to be used by God and we know
that He does not use filthy instruments. Are you clean? Worship God today by getting clean and
repenting of any filth in your life.

e By giving the praise of our lips.
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the
fruit of lips that confess his name. Heb. 13:15

Every time you stop to praise God for His goodness, you offer a sacrifice of praise. No longer do

you have to slay an ani mal. Just stop and say “t
you. Have an attitude of gratitude before God. This past week, my daughter graduated from

kindergarten. I was thankful. I have a bright, healthy, beautiful daughter who is growing up in the

Lord. That' s something to say thank you for. Wh
tolose? How have you “tasted that the Lord is good?”
your | ips every time you tA& gotpeaisibgiHsn? goodness. Tha

e By giving yourself away. Ministry is essentially spending your life for another’s benefit. That’s
selfless living and giving. Let me show you the next verse in Hebrews that follows that last one:
18 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is
pleased. Heb. 13:16

God loves it when you hit pause on your agenda, and get on someone else’s agenda. Every time
you offer your hands to one who is handicapped, or you offer your ear to one who is lonely, or you



offer your house to one who is new to town, God is pleased with this sacrifice. He loves to see
His people serving others. That’s a form of worship.

e By giving generously to others. (Phil 4:10-20) The money and material items that you possess
are to be shared with others. The purpose of your life is not store up as much money as possible
so that you can build bigger barns for your savings. If you hoard all your resources, you will lose
all your resources. God loves a generous heart, and a cheerful giver. Are you tithing? Are you
giving 10% of everything you make, off the top, to the Lord? Are you also giving to others as the
Lord leads you? That’s worship.

We are the priesthood of God. And those are some ways that we show that we are priests.
4. We are citizens of His nation. (2:9)

You and I are citizens on earth of America. This citizenship comes with certain costs as we are asked to
pay taxes. It also comes with perks we are protected by the most powerful military in the world. We get to
enjoy many benefits of this citizenship, so long as we follow the laws. But we have to follow the laws.
When the sign says 65 mph, we have to pay a penalty for driving 85. We must be law abiding citizens.

But the Bible says also that you are a citizen heaven. You are a part of a holy nation and if that is the case,

you must adhere to the holy laws of heaven. Go back up to the first verse of this chapter and you will see a

sampl e of heaeveanr'es sloames .o f Tthheesfyouciaim @ sorshippGadandy ou can’ t
call him your king. These things will kill your worship.

Worship Killers
e Moral Filth . Malice is a generic word for every kind of evil. Any sour attitude, or spirit of

resentment, or silent grudges that you hold onto. Cut those things out. V . 1 0 Oscayypusvere
not the people of God , now you' r e "tNhfdthaposwedp | el to'fs Gmat fi tting
citizens in God’'s nation.

e Deceit. That means falsehood. Any temptation you have, wherever you are being baited to be
dishonest, insincere, or untruthful, expose it. Stop telling lies. Stop giving people the false
i mpressions. I 't s agdraiimsstl etaldes Iwaew Ii n nHios trhaet inemx.t
e Hypocrisy. That word means “one who we arWhereareyoa s k. ” Wh e
pretendi ng to be s @oddesirasdor Baghewoodrtoebe tie satne?on Monday as
we are on Sunday. Are you sincere and genuine, or are you a spiritual actor? Do you pray? Do
you talk to God? Do you have a relationship with him? Or do you just sit in a pew on Sunday?
e Envy. Do you know what Proverbs says about envy? It says that envy will rot the bones. Envy
will destroy you from the inside out. This word envy defines the attitude of one who resents

anotherperson ° S success. Whenevepeysonf eself agbodeabott me
you were envious of t hleiifre swicscheisnsg y oDuo nhatd sapneontdh eyi
spouse, or another person’ g 0 b, or an ot hBzthanffubwhe&eqadu hage tadted thas e .

the Lord is good.

e All slander. We all know what slanderis. Any ti me you talk behind a pers.
what you wouldn’'t say to his/fheme facper yonu' 9 ecloane
and you sully and smear his name. This is not fitting for citizens
of a holy nation now, and you should follow the laws of heaven, not the patterns of the earth.

he

To Pharaoh, God said, “Let my people go, that t y me
was made to be a family, a building, priesthood, a ne
the trouble to set the Cornerstone and thenthelivi ng st ones into place? V.9..that

we might declare the praises of the One who called him. We were made to worship.






