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Why Healing Doesn’t Always Happen 
2 Cor.12:1-10 
Englewood Baptist Church  
Sunday morning, July 18, 2010 
 
Please open your Bible to 2 Corinthians 12 and also mark Matthew 26 for later use. 
 
My son Max turned a critical corner this month as he riding his bike without the 
training wheels.  This new pastime has made his mother nervous and his father 
proud.  In his mother’s defense, the boy peddles much faster than he should for 
being a novice, and over the course of the past weeks, he has wiped out and skinned 
knees, arms, legs, and elbows.   
 
The other night, as I was tucking him into bed, he had his arm like this and he was 
showing me his big scab.  He said, “Daddy, it feels weird.  Why does it feel like that?”  
And I was sitting there thinking about how I was going to explain the idea of 
platelets, clotting factors, and coagulation to a 4-year old.  So I said simply, “Max, 
God created your body in a way that it knows how to fix itself.  That little scab is 
going to get smaller and smaller, if you will just stop picking at it.  In a week or so, it 
will be completely healed.”   
 
And he had his little hand on the scab, and quickly removed it, and nodded his head 
and said, “OK.”  That’s a 4-year old trying to get his head around healing. 
 
I’m 33 years old and I’m still trying to figure it out.  Healing is a mysterious thing.  
Jesus said it this way about the Holy Spirit, “The wind blows wherever it pleases. 
You cannot tell where it comes from or where it goes.  So it is with the Spirit.”  What 
Jesus alluded to was the unpredictable nature of God’s power.  Two men lie in a 
hospital, one goes home in a week, the other goes to heaven in three days.  Two little 
children sit in St. Jude’s hospital.  One responds to chemo, one does not.  Why does 
God bring healing into some peoples’ lives and yet leave others in a state of 
suffering? 
 
These are not new questions.  Men and women have been inquiring of these things 
for millennia.  Moses said: 
 

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed 
belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words 
of this law.”  Deut. 29:29 

 
And let me tell you what the law says, what the Word of God clearly lays out.  We 
don’t know why some people are healed and some people continue to suffer.  That is 
a secret thing belonging to God.  One day in heaven, we will know why John the 
Apostle lived to be an old man, but John the Baptist lost head in a lonely jail.  God has 
a purpose in all things, yet he does not answer to any man.  In the end, we shall see 
the big picture that God is painting. 
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But what about the here and now?  What do I do if I get sick tomorrow and the 
doctor tells me that there is no cure and that I will live the rest of my life with a 
debilitating disease?  How do I handle a lack of healing? 
 
Look with me now in 2 Cor.12:1.  Paul is about to explain his perspective on human 
suffering.  You and I would be wise to take our cues from him. 
 
Read the passage. 
 
The question of why bad things happen to good people troubles many, but the Bible 
teaches that bad things happen to all people because we are fallen creatures on a 
fallen planet.  Job said it this way… 
 
 “Man is born for trouble, as sparks fly upward.”  --Job 5:7 
 
Jesus said it this way… 
 
 “In this world, you will have trouble.”  --John 16:33 
 
Paul wrote it like this: 
 
 “Through many tribulations, we enter the kingdom of God.”  --Acts 12:22 
 
The book of Titus says this: 
 

“All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”   
          --2 Tim. 3:12 
 
And I don’t want to be a downer today, or a pessimist, but if you are enjoying a 
sweet season of blessing and happiness at the present, savor every second of this 
season.  These seasons are a gift from God, but be aware that you are like a surfer 
that is riding a wave and one day, that wave will run its course.  In this world, you 
are going to have some serious problems.  Just as sure as sparks fly up and not 
down, there are going to be some moments in this life when you are low. 
 
Paul writes these words about his pain and suffering and he provides… 
 
4 Reasons Why God Allows Pain To Remain 
 

1. To Prove that Your Faith is Real 
 
We call this sincerity.  Genuine.  True.  Integrity.  The fact is, when your faith is 
tested, it has greater power to people who watch the way you live.  One man says it 
this way: 
 “Trouble is the truest test of a person’s spiritual character.”   
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Now, I want you to notice that Paul if being forced to present his credentials for 
ministry.  He doesn’t like to brag about himself, but his critics have labeled him a 
false apostle and a man after dishonest gain. In 2 Corinthians, Paul is trying to create 
credibility that is being lost as his opponents rip him a part. 
 
And so he says in v.1, “I must go on boasting.  Although there is nothing to be 
gained…” 
 
And he goes on to describe a vision that he had 14 years ago.  He had never told a 
soul about this vision.  He would have preferred to take it to his grave, but these 
men had purported that any legitimate apostle would have visions and revelations 
from high.  And Paul had that.  He was just hesitant to boast.   
 
And he speaks of himself in third person here so as to come across humble.  “I know 
a man in Christ… 
 
Paul would not boast about his place on earth.  But he would boast in one thing: his 
weaknesses.  He refrained from making heavenly visions a mark of true discipleship 
because he knew that those visions could never be repeated or proven.  And he 
feared that some wacko would stand up in church and say, “The Lord has given me a 
vision, and you all are to follow me!”  Paul knew the danger in that, and so he said in 
the end of v.6, “I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I 
do or say.” 
 
Do you know what God’s desire is for you?  God desires that people will think more 
of you.  And the reason your stock, your credibility on earth is increased, is because 
you handle stress in a godly way.  By what you do with the illness, by what you say 
in the storm, people will think more or less of you and your God and your church.  
 
Credibility is the key to church growth.  Now let me tell you something.  In the little 
Baptist church that I grew up in, a town of 850 people, word traveled fast about a 
man’s reputation.  My daddy was on a search committee that brought a pastor to the 
church.  I still remember, to this day, the stack of resumes that my father showed to 
me.  There were 3 or 4 in the stack, but one of them was encased in a glossy cover, 
with extra thick paper, and a fancy font.  It looked so much more attractive than the 
others.   That man came, and preached a sermon in view of a call, he wowed the 
people, including myself.  He became our new preacher. 
 
And a few months later, his ministry ended on a single day when he was pulled over 
by the town cop.  We only had one.  And the police officer issued a little pain, handed 
him a ticket for improper insurance, and the preacher looked at that police officer 
and lied about his insurance.  He told the policeman that he had the insurance card, 
but it was lying on the desk at his house.  The policeman ran the research and found 
that this was a bold-faced lie to cover his tracks.   Let me tell you something…the 
small town Gazette couldn’t wait to get a story like that.  And that man’s ministry 
unraveled because in a time of pressure, his true colors came forth.   
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Trouble is the truest test of spiritual character.  Paul said, “I will not boast in 
heavenly visions, but I do hope that you will boast in what I say and in what I do” 
through times of suffering.    
 
Will you keep your witness when life brings you trouble?  That is the question. 
 
A second reason God allows pain to remain… 
 

2. To make us humble. 
 
Look at v.7… 
 
Pride was a constant temptation Paul’s life.  And let me tell you, pride is constant 
temptation in your life.  Whenever life is going well, when business is up, when 
marriage is smooth, when children are mannerly, when bills are paid, when all is 
well in your world, you are most susceptible to the most lethal sin known to man: 
the sin of pride. 
 
Pride puts you on a pedestal that’s too narrow to stand on.  You look down on other 
people who are having some marital problems.  You look down on other business 
owners who are struggling to make the payroll.  You look down on other couples 
who can’t seem to agree and make peace.  You look down on other churches who 
didn’t grow this year like they did last year.  Pride makes us vulnerable in a way that 
we cannot fully understand.  You become like a sitting duck for the Enemy who 
prowls like a roaring lion. 
 
If there was a Christian who could have become haughty and arrogant, it was Paul.  
He knew it.  These surpassingly great revelations were not given to very many men.  
He was abundantly blessed by God, but it wasn’t because he was worthy of it.  It was 
because God knew that Paul would receive beating after beating, full nights of 
floating in an open sea, flogging and imprisonment, and months without a hug or a 
visitor.  Paul’s life was destined for danger and difficulty, and so God was good to 
give him these visions that would sustain him and strengthen him for the ministry.  
That’s the only reason why Paul was so privileged with special knowledge. 
 
But with knowledge comes power and with power comes pride, if it goes unchecked.  
And Paul says in v.7, “To keep me from becoming conceited, God gave me a 
throbbing continual pain.” 
 
Now that word, “thorn,” it actually refers to a very large thorn.  That word 
sometimes refers to a stake in the ground, a big pointy, sharp stake that is designed 
to penetrate.  God poked Paul to remind him that he could still bleed, that he was 
merely flesh and blood, that he could not live without the power of the Holy Spirit in 
his life.   
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Now, what was this thorn exactly?  There has been much speculation and conjecture 
about the nature of this pain that God refused to take away from Paul’s life.  Some 
think it was a problem with his eyes, because one other place in Scripture he makes 
a comment about his handwriting being exceptionally large.  Whether Paul’s 
handwriting has anything to do with this thorn, we do not know.  Others speculate 
that Paul had stomach maladies, or migraine headaches, or gallstones, or something 
even greater.  The truth is, we don’t have a clue what Paul’s pain was, and I believe 
that it’s best that we don’t. 
 
The reason I believe God left this ambiguous, is because each of us can fill in the 
blank of our own pain.  We can identify with Paul’s pleading to be healed, for his 
desperate prayer to be free.  God could have called off the dogs.  He could have sent 
Satan on his way.  But Paul says, “God permitted my pain because it kept me from 
becoming conceited.” 
 
Do you realize that God allows trouble in your life for this reason?  God will not let 
you become self-sufficient and distant from your prayer closet.  Through trouble, he 
keeps you close to His side, where He can protect you from all things. 
 
Paul could not shake his pain, and it was God’s will for him to suffer.  THREE times, I 
begged God to remove this, but He would not do it.   
 
Will you turn with me to Matthew 26 for a moment?  
 
Read Matthew 26:36-44 and note that Jesus pleaded three times for the pain to go 
away.  The Father said, “No.”  It was God’s will for Jesus to suffer.  You are a follower 
of Jesus.  Do you expect greater treatment than Jesus?  Or do you expect to be 
treated as he was treated? 
 
God is not picking on you.  He is fulfilling His great plan for people through your 
pain.  You have got to see beyond yourself.  You are a humble servant. 
 
#3, God allows pain to remain… 
 

3. To Display God’s Grace 
 
Read vv.8-9 again… 
 
Pain was productive for Paul’s ministry.  From a human standpoint, the pain was an 
obstacle, but from heaven’s vantage point, the pain was what kept Paul in the game.  
Pain was producing great fruit for the kingdom. 
 
Now that term, “grace,” appears 155 times in the New Testament.  It describes God’s 
undeserved favor to men and women.  Grace is a dynamic force that can totally 
transform a believer’s life, beginning at salvation and continuing through 
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sanctification, and finally glorification.  It is this “Grace” that sets Christianity a part 
from every other religion in the world.   
 
And here is the comforting truth that you and I must absorb: 
 

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God 

is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But 

when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can 

stand up under it.   

          1 Cor. 10:13 

 

God will always give you grace to handle your pain.  He doesn’t promise you a life 

without trouble.  In fact, he guarantees the opposite—that you will have trouble—but 

through the pain, GRACE will be provided.   

 

There is no… 

 Chemotherapy you can’t overcome. 

 Divorce that can ever cut you from his plan 

 Loss of a loved one can hold you in a pit. 

 Dream shattered that God can’t restore. 

 Love lost that God cannot satisfy. 

 Loneliness that can hold you in despair. 

 Jail, no foxhole, no ocean bottom that is out of reach of God’s amazing grace. 

 

He is all you need.  And HE will do everything in His power so that you understand how 

small is YOUR power.  He wants you to hear what trembling Joshua heard in his life: 

 

Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord 

your God is with you wherever you go” (Josh. 1:9) 

 

God wants you to be safe in HIS strength, and it’s when you feel afraid, like Joshua did, 

that you realize how much you need His grace in your daily life, His undeserved help. 

 

Finally, one more reason that God allows pain to remain… 

 

4. To Display God’s Power 

 

Look with me at vv.9-10 again… 

 

Paul had come to the point in his life that he had lost control.  He could not change his 

circumstances.  Whatever this pain was, it was more powerful than he.  This left him with 

only one choice: to trust in God’s power to get him through the day.  

 

One commentator puts it better than I can: 
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It is when believers are out of answers, confidence, and strength, with nowhere 

else to turn but to God that they are in a position to be most effective. No one in 

the kingdom of God is too weak to experience Godôs power, but many are too 

confident in their own strength.  ïJohn MacArthur 

 

Pain prevented Paul from the illusion of self-sufficiency.  And so he said, “I will boast 

and brag, but not in my own accomplishments.  I will boast of the power of God 

displayed through my weak, and weary self.”  Any good that comes from me comes from 

God.   

 

My friends, we can spend our entire lives begging God to remove our pain, or we can 

seek a more holy perspective of our troubles.  Chuck Swindoll said, “Life is 10% what 

happens to you, and 90% how you respond.”  I believe that’s true. 

 

If you are hurting today, ask God for healing, but the Lord decides to let the pain remain, 

then prove your faith by putting his grace and power in the front window. 

 

His grace is sufficient for you.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


